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two years' work. A list of them appears in the preface to this handsome volume, 
which tells the history of his explorations and describes its results for the general 
reader. The book is handsomely produced and illustrated, and is one of the best 
contributions of the past year to geographical literature. 

The Frontiers of Baluchistan. Travels on the Borders of Persia and 
Afghanistan. By G. P. Tate. With an Introduction by Col. Sir A. Henry 
McMahon. xvi and 261 pp., 2 Maps, 37 Illustrations, and Index. Witherby 
& Co., London, 1909. 12s. 6d. 

Few persons are more familiar with northern Baluchistan and the adjacent 
portions of Afghanistan and Persia than Mr. Tate. Much of his life has been 
devoted to surveys for the Indian government on the northwest frontier of India, 
and he has made three protracted journeys from the Indus to Persia and back. 
During his last journey, as a member of Sir Henry MacMahon's Boundary Com- 
mission from 1902 to 1904, he spent more than two years in the unique basin of 
Seistan, near the corner where Persia borders upon Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 
In view of Mr. Tate's familiarity with the country, one takes up his book with 
lively expectations of finding a solution of some of the great problems which 
centre around Seistan. In scarcely a single case are such expectations gratified. 
The book is arranged for the most part according to the strict sequence of the 
author's journeys, with the natural result that a given subject is treated briefly 
in various places, and the reader fails to get the full benefit of what is actually 
stated quite fully, and the difficulty is increased by the sketchy and parsimonious 
character of the two maps. To take a subject of minor importance as an illus- 
tration, the book contains a large amount of really valuable and interesting in- 
formation as to camels and their ways; but diseases are treated briefly in two or 
three different places, capacity for loads in another, and relation to moisture, 
ability to endure thirst, methods of native surgery by means of a heated sickle, 
ferocity during the mating season, the character of albinos, etc., in still other 
places. 

One of the best features of the book is its descriptions of desert scenery and 
colors, somewhat minute and detailed, to be sure, but giving a vivid idea of the 
beauty of the desert at certain times. Another good point is the vivid picture of 
the difficulties of life in the desert, the bitter cold during the windy days of 
winter, and the burning heat and thirst of summer. The horrors of Seistan, its 
blighting summer winds, its water-logged condition in spring, its mad wolves, 
one of which bit 78 camels in one night, and its poor oppressed inhabitants, — all 
these are treated with more or less fullness. A good deal of space is given to 
the Wind of 120 Days, which blows with extraordinary violence and steadiness 
all summer. Its influence upon architecture, vegetation and insect life are well 
portrayed. The same may be said of certain native habits as to trade, land 
tenure, and official methods. 

Mr. Tate carefully refrains from theorizing in most cases. In regard to the 
terraces surrounding the Lake of Seistan, however, he departs from this rule and 
briefly sets forth the theory that they are due to subsidence of the bottom of the 
lake. Such a theory goes directly counter to the conclusions of Gilbert and 
Russell, and many others, as to similar phenomena in lakes Bonneville and La- 
hontan, where the old terraces appear to be lake strands due to changes of 
climate. Tate, however, does not even mention this theory, and leaves the reader 
to conclude that the subsidence theory is the only possible explanation. 
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To most readers the subjects of greatest interest in Seistan are the truly 
wonderful number of ruins and the present political situation. The ruins are 
mentioned frequently by Mr. Tate, but are nowhere described in such a way as 
to give any adequate idea of how they look, by whom they were occupied, and 
especially why they were abandoned and the land left desolate. To-day the 
population is estimated at 160,000 people, before the days of Tamerlane at 
250,000, and previous to that it must have been much greater. It would be hard 
to find a subject of greater interest than the cause of this change, but our author 
scarcely touches the matter. 

The reason for the long sojourn of the British Boundary Commission in 
Seistan was that the Helmand River, like all other streams, builds up its flood 
plain in the immediate vicinity of the river, and thereby causes its own course to 
shift to one side or the other. Inasmuch as Seistan is the only place for hun- 
dreds of miles where water is available, it is peculiarly valuable to both Afghans 
and Persians. The river was supposed to be the boundary between the two 
nations, and when it changed its course, there naturally arose a bitter dispute. 
If Mr. Tate could have explained the variations in the river's course and told us 
how they have influenced the people of Seistan directly and the political relations 
of Persia and Afghanistan, and of England and Russia indirectly, he could have 
written a book of great general interest and of high geographic value. In fair- 
ness to him a word of explanation should be added. For some reason, implied 
but not stated, he has not felt himself free to enter into a discussion of many of 
the most interesting problems connected with his work. He refers again and 
again to the vast amount of data collected by the Commission as to all manner 
of subjects, but fails to satisfy the thirst for information that he thus arouses. 
Presumably, the data are all embodied in official reports. Apparently, Mr. Tate 
knows a great deal which the world would also like to know, but which he has 
not deemed it best to tell. Ellsworth Huntington. 

La Patria. Geografia dell' Italia. Opera compilata dal Prof. Gustavo Straf- 
forello. Provirtcia di Torino. Seconda edizione interamente riveduta e 
ampliata a cura del Cav. Giuseppe Isidoro Arneudo. iv and 736 pp., Maps 
of the Province and City of Turin, 204 Illustrations and Index. Unione 
Tipografico-Editrice Torinese, Turin, 1907. 
This large work is a detailed account of Turin Province, dealing with its 
history, geography, products, industries, commerce, educational work, arts, monu- 
ments, public edifices, benevolent institutions, etc. The theatres, libraries, promi- 
nent engineering works and other phases of the Province come in for description 
and copious illustration. The many pictures from photographs are good, though 
not produced in a superior manner. Few books about a small part of the world 
are packed with more information. 

Tevere. Nuova Edizione riordinata e ampliata con Atlante. Memoria 26 
bis della Carta Idrografica d'ltalia. xii and 486 pp. Ministero di Agri- 
cultura, Industria e Commercio, Rome, 1908. L. 6. 

A thorough revision and enlargement of the earlier Memoir on the Tiber 
River published in 1898. It is accompanied by an atlas showing all phases of 
the river and its basin. This is the latest of a series of exhaustive Memoirs on 
the hydrography of Italy which the Government began to publish in 1888. The 



